OVERLAND PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

MARCH MEETING MINUTES

March 28th 2024 / 6:30 PM / HYBRID

Welcome and Compassion Action - OPNA Board
e  With the smaller group we introduced ourselves and shared compassion for the community. Lots

of new neighbors attended and many of the regulars were present.
e Rebecca and Ronnie ran the meeting while Jenn joined via zoom from her spring break retreat in
the mountains. Thank you to Craig and others for helping us manage the audio and space with

one less hand on deck to help.

DPD - Officer Kate Young and Officer AJ Pacheco

e A summary of the neighborhood Crime Stats was given. Generally crime is down 16% from last
year, and down 16% on the 3 year average. Biggest uptick in the community was due to four
aggravated assaults, in one incident, involving multiple people who were family/
acquaintances/friends (they all knew each other). Property crimes are down.

e FEvents:

o District 3 Coffee with the Cops
m  Wed April 3rd 10:00am - 12:00pm
m Nixon's Coffee, 695 E Louisiana Ave, Denver, CO 80210
o THERE IS NO District 3 CAB Meeting this month, in its place is Community Crime
Strategy Meeting. Chief and staff will be holding crime strategy meeting in real time. This
event is held once a year, and community members are encouraged to attend. See flyer
below.
m  Wed April 3rd 6:00pm - 7:00pm


https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Police-Department/Crime-Information

COMMUNITY GRIME PREVENTION GOALITION

MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3
6 PM at South High School

at 1700 E Lowistana Avenue in the Auditonum

We can't have public safety without
PUBLIC participation.

FREE & “PE" Join your Denver Police Department for an interactive

3 and informative meeting regarding plans to enhance
1o ThB PUb“E safety in southeast Denver and how you can help!

B mterpretation of K51 is nendng, pease mtify chiistie mechonk@demvemoy oy within 12 hours of the event [0 ensure proper mberpretation Seraces arm presen

FEATURED R[]H THUMHS j[lE]. EEU. For more info email:
SPEAKERS | cHier oF Pouce COMMANDER OF DISTRICT 3 | jacob herrera@denvergov.org

Park in main parking lot on west side school. Enter through doors to the east of the parking lot.

o D3 Crime Prevention Tune Ups (DenverTrack, 529 Garage, License Plate Fasteners)
m Sat Apr 13th 12:00pm - 2:00pm
e Neighbor questions/comments:

o Concerns of new encampments under Evans Bridge were raised. DPD needs the
community to report through 311.The case will be routed to the city compliance and
resources team. Then to a DPD D3 outreach team if needed. If you see unsafe issues
then call 911, if people are camping and there is no life or safety risk please report to 311.
The more community members that report via 311, the more that can help to elevate the
concern with the city.

o Kate will follow up with Commander Bell on what/where “geo-tag fencing” -
(encampment prevention technology) will help prevent camping but escalating
enforcement response. She is not aware of the plan for where this is happening and

how.



o Community members inquired about the additional police presence/patrolling that was
understood to come with the opening of the La Paz community. It was the officers
understanding that there are extra precinct cars patrolling the area on every shift.
Clarification is requested on this as neighbors were given the impression by the mayor
that someone would be assigned.

o No shot spotter like technology is currently planned.

o Any more questions please reach out to Officer Kate Young:

Kate.young@denvergov.org (720) 913-1248

District 7 - Councilwoman Alvidrez’'s Office - Flor Alvidrez

e Aide Nikki Johnson: nikki.johnson@denvergov.org was present on behalf of Flor as she is out on

leave

e The sound reduction fencing work is ongoing down Sante Fe beyond the community. The
understanding is this will continue to Evans, but it's unclear. Neighbors requested clarification on
the sections that are being replaced. A map/diagram would bring great clarity.

e Neighbors requested information/updates on the following:

o The micro shuttle that was discussed to provide transportation support to connect La
Paz as it is isolated from accessible/inclusive public transit options.

o What happens when crimes are reported in the community? Who is holding management
and residents accountable to safety in the community. - GNA team will also be following
up with clarity on this concern

o What support services are at the La Paz Community? If they are not currently being
offered support services, when will those be offered?

o What are the impacts of the city prioritizing the homeless and influx of new immigrants
knowing that budgets are cut and staff is being temporarily reallocated, what exactly is

getting impacted?

JEWELL BIKE+PED BRIDGE - City of Denver - DOTI- Greg Cieciek, PLA

Greg Cieciek, PLA | Community Designer - Department of Transportation & Infrastructure |

Transportation Implementation Division - 720.865.2944 Phone | gregory.cieciek@denvergov.org

e 2017 Elevate Denver Bond passed the funding for this bridge.

e Bridge design was reviewed, accessible access is provided via ramps on both sides. East is
cork-scew/helix like structure. West path gradually cascades down a series of piers, south,
parallel along Sante Fe to a point at which a user can continue along on at grade sidewalk path
south to Asbury, or u-turn on a path heading back towards Jewell to connect to the new

bike/ped path improvements that are along the golf course on Santa Fe. Landscaping is planned


mailto:Kate.young@denvergov.org
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Denver-City-Council/Council-Members-Websites-Info/District-7
mailto:nikki.johnson@denvergov.org
mailto:gregory.cieciek@denvergov.org

to be native low water grasses. The grasses will take at least 3 years to establish with extended

irrigation but will eventually mature to support very low water use. See medians along 56th out
to the Rocky Mountain Arsenal for example of what this landscaping mix will look like. Public art
component to be included, but likely a year out from committee forming. Finishes of the bridge

structure will be corten steel, gray painted concrete, federal green guardrails and handrails.

Attached to these minutes are the slides that DOTI presented at the meeting.
Links to the project website and others that were mentioned.

o Here s the link to the West Jewell Avenue Bicycle and Pedestrian Bridge.includes lots of

answers to frequently asked questions.

o link to the Denver Moves Bikes website that shows the existing and proposed locations

for bike lanes. Below is a screenshot for the proposed W Asbury Ave location. It’s called

out for a Shared use path.
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Schedule currently proposed to hopefully start construction by Q1 2025. Construction will take
over a year.

Comments and questions from the community were shared. Briefly summarized topics listed
here. Combined bike/ped paths and speeds of bikes and safety were considered during design.
Bridge is 12’ wide, 2" wider than most of these style bridges around town. Safety at “pork chop”

concrete median, at Santa Fe exit and Jewell and cars frequently missing turn, driving too fast


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weathering_steel
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Department-of-Transportation-and-Infrastructure/Programs-Services/Projects/Jewell-Ave-Ped-Bridge
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and plowing dangerously across median across right turn lane into area where new sidewalk

connection is planned. Improvements to traffic calming and speeds approaching this intersection

were advocated strongly for. Advocacy for continuing connection across the golf course/river to

connect to Ruby Hill was shared.

OPNA Administrative Items:

e Last Minutes and the Treasury report were not discussed. Will be covered on April Agenda

Community Announcements (open to anyone)

e Residences on Acoma located at Florida and Acoma - Ben Bryan was present to share that the

development was breaking ground soon, construction will take over a year.

(e]

For community members who were not familiar with the project, Ben gave an overview.
The planned apartment building that has been in the works for almost over 3 years is
coming to fruition. As planned the building will include a mix of workforce income
restricted and low-income restricted units. The project includes parking over double the
zoning requirement, all under the building below grade in a secured garage. The building
will also include commercial space for Second Chance Center, an organization that
provides the formerly incarcerated and their network with education, resources, and
support to successfully re-enter the community and cultivate a rewarding life. The
apartments will be a mix of 1 bedroom and 2 bedroom units. 60 units will serve the
formerly unhoused with full onsite wrap-around support services, and 68 units will serve
people who are at low income / workforce housing (Examples of workforce housing
would be for teachers, firefighters, etc.).

This is the second project that this development team has done. Their first, which is
located in Aurora, called Providence at the Heights has been very successful and Ben has
offered that if neighbors would like a tour of their existing building in Aurora we can
coordinate an event with OPNA.

Some neighbors were confused in thinking this is a temporary shelter for the unhoused
like the micro-shelter site. It was clarified that these are FOR RENT apartments that are
guaranteed to serve low-income to extremely low income residents.This could look like
young teachers, healthcare support workers, police etc. on the extremely low income end
that could be supporting someone exiting homelessness on the lowest end of the income
spectrum. Renters in this new apartment building will not be cost burdened with paying
more than 30% of their income on rent, the federal government subsidizes the portion of
rent beyond their income limits.

Like any apartment all residents sign a lease agreement. If they don’t follow their lease



requirements they are evicted. This is not a project like the mayor’s micro shelter
communities, this is an affordable housing apartment building.

e Reach out to OPNAinfo@gmail.com if you are interested in coordinating with a group for a tour of

the Aurora project.
e LA PAZ GNA UPDATE from OPNA President Jenn Greiving
o  The micro-community at Fox and lliff now has an official name: La Paz Micro-Community.
“La Paz” is Spanish and translates to “the peace” - we hope that the new
micro-community will be a place of peace for the new residents and for our Overland
neighbors.
o The draft version of the Good Neighbor Agreement IS available NOW. You can download

the _draft of the Good Neighbor Agreement at the Find Solutions website. If you have

feedback about the draft, you can email the GNA group at
SantaFeGNA@FindSolutions.org

o From the newsletter: Volunteer Information for Micro-Community

m  We have had several neighbors from Overland and from surrounding
neighborhoods ask about helping the micro-community. We will continue to
publish news and updates about the micro-community in this newsletter, but we
have created an alternate email list for volunteer and other service opportunities
for the micro-community.

m In the future all volunteer and service information will be sent via the other email
list. You can click here to join the email list for volunteer and service
opportunities for the micro-community Please note that we have set the group up
S0 no one can view your information or see that you are subscribed. By joining
this email list, you indicate that you are willing to work towards the success of
the micro-community.

e RONNIE and FISHING OUTING
o ROnnie has an idea that is in the works to organize a Platte River Fishing outing. He will
serve as guide and would like to offer this as an opportunity for the new La Paz Residents
to join us and try out fishing in the Platte if they’ve never tried. Learn tips from the great
Platte River fishing guide. If folks are interested in helping Ronnie with organizing and

running this event please email opnainfo@gmail.com and we will get you connected.

e Tabel Public House Fundraising for building purchase - The table’s landlord is looking to sell the
building, The Table as a non-profit has limited funding to purchase the over $2 million dollar
property. This valued asset in our community has an opportunity to gain more permanence if you
can help support their efforts to purchase the property. See The Table’'s website and social media
for more details. ... Another way to find out more is to attend the table's birthday party.

e April 3rd, 3-8 PM - Table Public House 3rd Birthday Party Celebration- Circus Themed Party

e April 20th, 9 AM - Seed Giveaway at the Table Public House


mailto:OPNAinfo@gmail.com
https://findsolutions.org/?page_id=92
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e May 9th - Overland Social - Ullr's Garden at 6pm - BYO Beverage, there will be snacks and info on
hydroponic gardening.
e May 18th 10am - ANNUAL OVERLAND GROWS plant giveaway
o -Volunteers needed, please email opnainfo@gmail.com if you want to help.

OPNA REMINDERS:

e Monthly Overland Social - April social is tbd - stay tuned to newsletter. If you are interested in
hosting a social let us know we will coordinate with you. Events are typically around the 2nd
Thursday of the month, and the host is only responsible for showing up and attending for the time

they commit to. Idea is to bring the community together to catch up more socially than the time

during our meetings allows.
e MEMBERSHIP:
o $10/household $25/business
o Venmo Account for OPNA Overland Park Neighborhood Association - @OPNA-Denver

Overland Park Neighborhood...
@OPNA-Denver

NEXT MEETING and UPCOMING EVENTS:

Next Social April, TBD
Next Meeting April 25th 6:30pm
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