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First, what is Zoning?



Zoning is a tool used by local governments to
regulate the uses and/or development forms of land.



Denver Zoning 
is a bit more 
complicated
NOT JUST RESIDENTIAL, INDUSTRIAL, 
OR COMMERCIAL. 



How to read 
Denver’s 
Zoning Code



REZONING - If a land owner wants to change their zoning, to 
allow for things like taller buildings, or smaller lots etc, they can 
apply and go through a process. (This does not change the use)



The Rezoning 
Process 

1. Pre-application Review 

2. Public Outreach 

3. Submission of Application 

4. City Review 

5. Planning Board Public Hearing 

6. City Council’s Land Use, Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee Meeting 

7. Mayor-Council Meeting 

8. City Council First Reading 

9. City Council Public Hearing 

10. Next Steps (if approved goes into effect)



Public Outreach and Public Comment are an 
essential part of the process!



What is the City Looking for in a Rezoning?

IS THE REZONING 
CONSISTENT 

WITH COMPLETED PLANS?

DOES THE REZONING 
FURTHER PUBLIC HEALTH, 

SAFETY AND WELFARE?

ARE THERE 
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT 

JUSTIFY THE REZONING?

IS THE REZONING 
CONSISTENT WITH THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONTEXT?

DOES THE REZONING 
ALIGN WITH THE ZONE 

DISTRICT’S PURPOSE AND 
INTENT?

WOULD IT RESULT IN 
CONSISTENT REGULATIONS 
FOR EACH PROPERTY WITH 

THE SAME ZONING 
DESIGNATION CITYWIDE?



Where can I 
find out about 
Rezonings?
Within 10 days of receiving a 
completed application, the City posts 
the application online on 
the Proposed Rezonings page and 
notifies property owners within 200 
feet of the proposed rezoning and 
surrounding registered neighborhood 
organizations. 



Where do I submit comments?



Where do I submit comments?



The Limitations of Zoning 



Other ways of making 
your voice heard

• Talk to your neighbors when you notice they are going to build. 
Have a civil conversation and encourage them to talk with the 
neighborhood and reach out to their neighbors to get input.

• Work to create and implement Design Standards and Guidelines, 
or a Pattern and Design Idea Book for the Neighborhood. 

• Start working with the City to help them make good decisions by 
letting them know what we want (examples to follow).



Examples



Examples



Zoning is not 
the only way 
to make your 
voice heard, 
especially 
right now.



Take the survey!



The questions 
you answer can 
help shape 
zoning and 
planning for the 
next 20 years



Also, please remember to vote. 



Ballots must 
be received by 
7pm on 
November 6, 
2018
Mail in ballots due 
before October 29. 



Thank you!
QUESTIONS?


